The Geography of Snuff

gency or Restoration. Much earlier., when he came to London in
the winter of 1823,he lodged at No. 90 Regent Street, and, if not,
ill in bed with nerves, took a pet parrot and sat on top of Nash's
then existent colonnade, looking down on the traffic and the
passers-by. Beau Brummel, too, had usually a cockatoo or parrot
in his rooms. Even in his decline at Calais his drawingroom was
enlivened by a fine macaw. We place, then, perhaps without
anomaly, a parrot in this house that we are visiting. Its home is a
cage shaped like a pavilion. The bright feathers of its chest and
wings shine in the spring sunlight, or in the dark days put to
shame the fire in the grate.

This parrot of the Amazon came, so the beau might like to
think, from close to the lands of snuff, an exotic paradise confused
in no certainty with the hills of green Pekoe and the coffee groves,
all products of the Indies. In the names of the different kinds of
snuff there is preserved, indeed, a particular poetry that cannot
have been less potent when the kegs or casks were new. CA fine
old rappee of San Domingo, just arrived', the tobacconist's ad-
vertisement would run. The earlier sorts, become old fashioned by
this time, were Bergamota, Jessamina, Orangery and Neroly,
named from the scents from which they were compounded and
dating, it is evident, from late in the seventeenth century. Therehad
been, among the foreign snuffs sold in London, Garotte; Palillio,
which was Portuguese in origin; fitrenne, offered every year to
Louis XV upon his birthday by the different snuff manufacturers
of Paris, from which the best was chosen and called by the number
of that year; and Bureau, of which the history was somewhat
similar. Violet Strasburg, made in the city of that name, of pow-
dered rappee and bitter almonds mixed with ambergris and attar-
jul, was the favourite snuff of Queen Charlotte and every morning
she added to it a spoonful of green tea. There was Bolangaro's
Hollanda and St. Vincent: Bolangaro being an Italian snuff
manufacturer who lived near Frankfurt and retired to Italy with a
large fortune. Other kinds were the various sorts of Kendal,
called after the brown cloth of that capital of Westmorland, made
there by descendants of an old colony of Flemish weavers, with,
in all probability, a green snuff, scented, after the green cloth of
Kendal for which that town was famed. There were Scholten's
best rappee; Gillespie's Scotch snuff, in whose memory the wooden